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Psalm 37 

  

Do not fret because of the wicked; 

    do not be envious of wrongdoers, 

for they will soon fade like the grass, 

    and wither like the green herb. 

Trust in the Lord, and do good; 

    so you will live in the land, and enjoy security. 

Take delight in the Lord, 

    and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

Commit your way to the Lord; 

    trust in him, and he will act. 

He will make your vindication shine like the light, 

    and the justice of your cause like the noonday. 

Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for 

him; 

    do not fret over those who prosper in their 

way, 

    over those who carry out evil devices. 

Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath. 

    Do not fret—it leads only to evil. 

For the wicked shall be cut off, 

    but those who wait for the Lord shall inherit 

the land. 

Yet a little while, and the wicked will be no more; 

    though you look diligently for their place, they 

will not be there. 

But the meek shall inherit the land, 

    and delight in abundant prosperity. 

The wicked plot against the righteous, 

    and gnash their teeth at them; 

but the Lord laughs at the wicked, 

    for he sees that their day is coming. 

The wicked draw the sword and bend their bows 

    to bring down the poor and needy, 

    to kill those who walk uprightly; 

their sword shall enter their own heart, 

    and their bows shall be broken. 

Better is a little that the righteous person has 

    than the abundance of many wicked. 

For the arms of the wicked shall be broken, 

    but the Lord upholds the righteous. 

The Lord knows the days of the blameless, 

    and their heritage will abide for ever; 

they are not put to shame in evil times, 

    in the days of famine they have abundance.

 

 

 

But the wicked perish, 

    and the enemies of the Lord are like the glory 

of the pastures; 

    they vanish—like smoke they vanish away. 

The wicked borrow, and do not pay back, 

    but the righteous are generous and keep giving; 

for those blessed by the Lord shall inherit the 

land, 

    but those cursed by him shall be cut off. 

Our steps are made firm by the Lord, 

    when he delights in our way; 

though we stumble, we shall not fall headlong, 

    for the Lord holds us by the hand. 

I have been young, and now am old, 

    yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken 

    or their children begging bread. 

They are ever giving liberally and lending, 

    and their children become a blessing. 

Depart from evil, and do good; 

    so you shall abide for ever. 

For the Lord loves justice; 

    he will not forsake his faithful ones. 

The righteous shall be kept safe for ever, 

    but the children of the wicked shall be cut off. 

The righteous shall inherit the land, 

    and live in it for ever. 

The mouths of the righteous utter wisdom, 

    and their tongues speak justice. 

The law of their God is in their hearts; 

    their steps do not slip. 

The wicked watch for the righteous, 

    and seek to kill them. 

The Lord will not abandon them to their power, 

    or let them be condemned when they are 

brought to trial. 

Wait for the Lord, and keep to his way, 

    and he will exalt you to inherit the land; 

    you will look on the destruction of the wicked. 

I have seen the wicked oppressing, 

    and towering like a cedar of Lebanon. 

Again I passed by, and they were no more; 

    though I sought them, they could not be found. 

Mark the blameless, and behold the upright, 

    for there is posterity for the peaceable. 



But transgressors shall be altogether destroyed; 

    the posterity of the wicked shall be cut off. 

The salvation of the righteous is from the Lord; 

    he is their refuge in the time of trouble. 

The Lord helps them and rescues them; 

    he rescues them from the wicked, and saves 

them, 

    because they take refuge in him. 

 

Ezekial 34:1-16 

 

The word of the Lord came to me: Mortal, 

prophesy against the shepherds of Israel: 

prophesy, and say to them—to the shepherds: 

Thus says the Lord God: Ah, you shepherds of 

Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should 

not shepherds feed the sheep? You eat the fat, 

you clothe yourselves with the wool, you 

slaughter the fatlings; but you do not feed the 

sheep. You have not strengthened the weak, you 

have not healed the sick, you have not bound up 

the injured, you have not brought back the 

strayed, you have not sought the lost, but with 

force and harshness you have ruled them. So they 

were scattered, because there was no shepherd; 

and scattered, they became food for all the wild 

animals. My sheep were scattered, they 

wandered over all the mountains and on every 

high hill; my sheep were scattered over all the 

face of the earth, with no one to search or seek 

for them. 

Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of 

the Lord: As I live, says the Lord God, because my 

sheep have become a prey, and my sheep have 

become food for all the wild animals, since there 

was no shepherd; and because my shepherds 

have not searched for my sheep, but the 

shepherds have fed themselves, and have not fed 

my sheep; therefore, you shepherds, hear the 

word of the Lord: Thus says the Lord God, I am 

against the shepherds; and I will demand my 

sheep at their hand, and put a stop to their 

feeding the sheep; no longer shall the shepherds 

feed themselves. I will rescue my sheep from 

their mouths, so that they may not be food for 

them. 

For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search 

for my sheep, and will seek them out. As 

shepherds seek out their flocks when they are 

among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my 

sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to 

which they have been scattered on a day of 

clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out 

from the peoples and gather them from the 

countries, and will bring them into their own 

land; and I will feed them on the mountains of 

Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the 

inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with 

good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel 

shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in 

good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich 

pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will 

be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make 

them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the 

lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will 

bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the 

weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I 

will feed them with justice. 

 

 

James 4: 1-12 

 

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where 

do they come from? Do they not come from your 

cravings that are at war within you? You want 

something and do not have it; so you commit 

murder. And you covet something and cannot 

obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. 

You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask 

and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in 

order to spend what you get on your 

pleasures. Adulterers! Do you not know that 

friendship with the world is enmity with God? 

Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the 

world becomes an enemy of God. Or do you 

suppose that it is for nothing that the scripture 

says, ‘God yearns jealously for the spirit that he 

has made to dwell in us’? But he gives all the 

more grace; therefore it says, 

‘God opposes the proud, 

    but gives grace to the humble.’ 

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the 

devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to 

God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your 

hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 

double-minded. Lament and mourn and weep. 



Let your laughter be turned into mourning and 

your joy into dejection. Humble yourselves before 

the Lord, and he will exalt you. 

Do not speak evil against one another, brothers 

and sisters. Whoever speaks evil against another 

or judges another, speaks evil against the law and 

judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are 

not a doer of the law but a judge. There is one 

lawgiver and judge who is able to save and to 

destroy. So who, then, are you to judge your 

neighbour? 

 


